
  Beth Hogan  
   What is one voice? 
  Romans 15:5-7 
 
This morning, I would like to share some introductory thoughts on what the one voice Saturday morning meeting is, 
why we have formed this ministry, and why we have invited you here this morning.  In particular, I am going to 
explain why we are investing our prayers, time, money, and energy on creating the second Saturday morning meeting 
aspect of this ministry, (i.e., why we have invited you here today).  

I have three reasons that I am going to do this: 

 First, because it is fitting to do so, it is appropriate to have stated reasons why we do things. Everything 
should be done in an orderly way.  This seems to me to be the most appropriate place to start, as  
the Word says: 
 
“Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand;” (Philippians 4:5 ESV) 
 
And, that everything “...should be done decently and in order.”  (1 Corinthians 14:40 ESV) 

Therefore, from the start, I want to share with you some of the reasons that we have put this meeting 
together and why we have invited you here. 

 Second, I want to explain why we developed this ministry and how we got here today because we want you 
to join us.  
 
The Scripture says, “Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the 
time, because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord 
is” (Ephesians 5:15-17 ESV). 
 

 We all have only so much time and we need to carefully evaluate what things in life we do, if you are to come 
back to this meeting – you will want to know what it is all about, and most likely, you will want to have 
compelling reasons to do so.  
 

 Third, I do not do anything without a compelling reason, as Paul said,  
 “...I do not run aimlessly; I do not box as one beating the air” (1 Corinthians 9:26 ESV). 

I take my commitment to Christ very seriously.  

I take this admonition of Scripture seriously. 

I do not do many things without having a good reason.  

I just don’t.  

 I can’t. 

I can’t afford to – I don’t have the time or energy.  

I have a busy household.  

I take my role as a wife and a mom very seriously.  

I take my commitment to my own church family very seriously.  

Bottom line is: there has to be a compelling reason for me to do anything. 
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And, doing unto you, as I would have done unto me necessitates we explain to you what this is, and why we have 
developed this ministry.  

“So whatever you wish that others would do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.  (Matthew 
7:12 ESV) 

We all need to weigh out what the Lord is calling us to do with our time – and we want to give you the information 
that you need to do that.  

So then, what is one- voice?  

One voice is a diverse group of women from all stages and walks of life who together are being transformed by 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ and desire to live for the glory of God. 

Who makes up that group of women?   

And, what makes them a diverse group of women from all stages and walks of life? 

The group of women that have put together this morning’s meeting, the group of women that are highlighted on our 
web-site, onevoiceonline.org, as ministry facet leaders are quite diverse and truly do come from all different walks of 
life. We have 9 different women with: 

 Multiple ethnic back grounds,  
 Various socio-economic conditions, 
 Different educational histories, 
 We grew up in different parts of the country, 
 We are comprised of different denominational affiliations / types of local assemblies, 
 We have been walking with the Lord for different lengths of time, 
 We range in age from 17 to 57 (or so) with at least one person in each decade in between,  
 We have some pretty radically different views on most of the secondary issues of the faith,  
 And the list goes on… 
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Although we are a diverse group of women, but we are unified around one Person, the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the message of the Gospel. 

As the Scripture says, we recognize that “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope that 
belongs to your call— one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in 
all” (Ephesians 4:4-6 ESV). 

We all believe “...that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised 
on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures…” (1 Corinthians 15:3-4 ESV).  

Although one voice is composed of ‘a diverse group of women from all stages and walks of life,’ we also all 
hold to the essentials of the orthodox Christian faith, we are all committed to preserving the unity of the 
sisterhood. We also share: 

 A fellowship of suffering,  
 An experience of grace, 
 A desire to glorify God 

 

First, A fellowship of suffering,  

All of the women on the one voice leadership team recognize and have answered the call of Christ to the cross: 

Jesus said: 

“...“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  (Matthew 16:24 ESV) 

And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow me.  (Mark 8:34 ESV) 

...“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me.  (Luke 9:23 ESV) 

In Philippians 3, the apostle Paul explains answering the call to the cross as sharing in Christ’s sufferings. Paul wrote: 

... I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, 
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the 
righteousness from God that depends on faith— that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share 
his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead 
(Philippians 3:8-11 ESV). 

I call it the fellowship of suffering. Each woman on this leadership team has fellowshipped with Christ in suffering. 
And, we recognize that we share in that fellowship of suffering together. We have answered the call to take up our 
crosses and follow Jesus together. Recognizing that this is God’s will for us.  

Some of the crosses that our team has borne include: 

 Crosses of shame: resulting from abuse of all forms (as children and as grown women), abandonment, and 
betrayal.  

 Crosses of sorrow: resulting from miscarriage, pre-mature death of a child, disappointment within marriage, 
divorce, loneliness, loving people that struggle with painful mental/ emotional illnesses and debilitating physical 
sicknesses such as cancer, Alzheimer’s, and other terminal diseases. 
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 Crosses of disappointment: we have experienced financial devastation, disillusionment with the church, visited 
loved ones that have been incarcerated for years, been addicted to sinful habits, loved people that have been 
addicted to sinful habits, seen children and other family members walk away from the Lord, we have seen loved 
ones enter into the sexual revolution – choosing to live as casualties of the world system, instead of living as the 
beloved children of God. 

 Crosses of rejection: we have been misunderstood, wrongly treated, falsely accused, cut-off from family 
members, and hated for our love for Christ. 

 

Yet, we also share an experience of grace. 

The fellowship that we share isn’t a just a fellowship of suffering and cross bearing – it is also a fellowship of a 
common hope, of a shared life in Christ, of the peace of God, the joy of His presence, and the grace empowered 
resurrection that we are promised as we fellowship with Christ in His sufferings.  

Just as Romans 5:1-5 says, “Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice 
in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.”  

Therefore, with one voice we are a group of women who are rejoicing in our suffering together because we have a 
shared experienced of standing in the grace of God, having seen the sanctifying power of the cross, and having had 
experienced His resurrecting, life-giving love: 

 We have his mercy for our own sin,  
 We have received comfort from God for the sins that others have committed against us. 
 We have experienced His healing grace. 
 By His love, we know first-hand the power of God in Christ to overcome the effects of sin and death.   

 

Third, we have a having a shared desire to glorify God. 

We want to share the comfort, grace, and hope that we have received with other women, because as a group we 
believe that  

 the Triune God has power to raise the dead, heal the broken-hearted, and restore what has been lost through 
the effects of sin. 

 we believe in the power of the Holy Spirit to set women free and bring them into fullness of life in Christ through 
the living and active Word of God. 

 we believe that Christian women need each other if they are to experience the fullness of truth, freedom and 
love that is theirs in Christ. 

 we believe that it is only in the context of true Christian fellowship that women will discover the distinct purpose 
for which they have been created in Christ. 

 we believe that God is glorified, souls are saved, and lives are changed through faith-filled and doctrinally rich 
prayer. 
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In our shared fellowship of suffering, common experiences of grace, and our united desire to glorify God, 
we have developed the 2nd Saturday morning meeting. 

So, what is the 2nd Saturday morning meeting? 

The Saturday morning meeting is an inter-denominational worship, prayer and teaching session which includes a brief 
spotlight on international mission to women followed by small group breakout sessions in which the women will be 
given the opportunity to fellowship, pray, and discuss the morning’s teaching with each other. 

At this meeting: 

 women will also be given the opportunity to take the teaching home and share it with women that were not 
in attendance at the Saturday morning fellowship. 

 women will be provided with a set of discussion questions relevant to the morning’s teaching. These 
questions will have been formulated to build on the truth of God’s Word, foster love and loyalty for God and 
each other, and strengthen them in their commitment to endure in faith together (Hebrews 10:36-39). 

 Or they will be given the opportunity to discuss the questions with the other women present at the meeting, 
either: 

o the women that they came with (these might be women from their own local assemblies or close 
friends that they have come with) 

o these may be women that they may or may not know that have shared life experiences or struggles. 

These discussion groups will be facilitated by some of the one voice leaders, women that share in the grace of that 
particular life experience, such as: 

 The family and parenting of young children group with Jackie Manning,  
 The anxiety and depression group with Carrieann Harris,  
 The divorce and living single in purity group with Sandy Savoia,  
 The sexual identity response group with our worship leader, Erin Hill. 
 The mission and mentoring with Laura Deal. 

The women who have put this morning meeting together: 

 desire to reclaim a Biblical understanding of what it means to be a woman created in the image of God. 
 desire to foster love for God and love for each other through purposeful Bible teaching and providing 

opportunities for relationship building through Christ-centered discussion and prayer. 
 desire the good of all women, and that is why we will seek to build an awareness of international 

mission to women and provide opportunities for service in the name of Christ to the global sisterhood. 
 desire that the God of endurance and encouragement would grant us to live in such harmony with one 

another, in accord with Christ Jesus, that with one voice we will together glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In short, we have created the Saturday morning meeting in the hope that this fellowship will build women up in their 
faith and encourage them in their love for both God and one another.  
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We want to provide a matrix in which holy friendships can thrive, a Christo-centric atmosphere in which 
women can heal, grow, love and be loved – as we have received the healing power and love of God.  

The schedule for the monthly meeting is very simple and it will be the same every month.  

Announcements and worship will begin at 9:30 AM and closing song and prayer will be at 11:00 AM. We understand 
some women may not be able to stay for the small group discussion time following the morning meeting. Childcare 
will be provided from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM for women that have children and would like to partake in that aspect of 
the meeting.  

A logical question that you may be asking is “What is the expected commitment level for women that want to attend 
the Saturday morning meeting?” 

 There is no commitment to be made. 

 If women 

  come alone or with friends; 
  come only once, arrive late, or if they have to leave early,  

we welcome them all as Christ has welcomed us, for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7 ESV) 

Although we are not looking for any formal commitment for attendance or involvement, we do desire that our 
Saturday morning meetings are a safe place for all the women that attend this meeting. Therefore, we are asking that 
any woman attending the one voice Saturday morning meeting abide by our 7 house rules.  

1. we do not want women to use our meeting time or space for gossip, slander, character 
assassination of any kind, complaining, or any other type of communication that would be 
considered inappropriate or not fitting for women who profess to have faith in Christ, love for 
God, and love for His people. This includes and is not limited to rehashing previous hurts, publicly 
sharing about the present or past faults or sin-issues of other people, whether they be your own 
husbands, children, church family members or church leaders (past or present). This includes not 
sharing “prayer requests” or “concerns” that would reflect negative criticisms or personal 
information about another person. Please do not even make ‘anonymous’ prayer requests in the 
small group sessions regarding sin-issues of others, relational conflicts between others, or personal 
disagreements that you may have or have had with another person  (Ephesians 4:29-32). 

 

2. we also ask that no woman attending the one voice meeting will use the Saturday  fellowship time 
as an opportunity to address issues of previous hurts, disappointments, or relational conflict with 
another woman attending the morning meeting (or anyone else). Please do not use the Saturday 
morning meeting as a time for confrontation, personal conflict resolution between you and 
another believer, or for advising another women to do so (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8; Romans 12:14-
21; Colossians 12-15). 
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3. we ask that you respect the confidentiality of the women that attend our meetings. If they share 
something in a small group discussion, we would ask that you do not repeat what they have said to 
others outside of your group (Proverbs 11:13). 

 

4. we would ask that women attending our meetings dress in a way that is appropriate for women 
who profess godliness (1 Timothy 2:9-10). 

 

5. we would ask that each woman respects the individual worship styles of others. This includes not 
judging other women for more demonstrative expressions of worship, such as lifting hands in 
worship or clapping. This also includes the request that women who want to physically 
demonstrate their love for God during worship in more obvious ways than the afore mentioned 
methods (e.g. dancing, jumping, walking around, lying down etc. etc.) would do so in the back of 
the worship area, so as not to distract the worship leaders or the other women (1 Corinthians 
10:24). 

 

6. we ask that no woman argue with other women attending the one voice group about any doctrinal 
issue (e.g. ecclesiastical [church doctrine], soteriological [doctrine of salvation], eschatological 
[doctrine of last things, i.e., end times]). One voice is by intention a diverse group. In the 
leadership alone, we have a wide diversity of belief on all of the secondary issues of our faith, there 
is no reason to argue about these things; it does not please God, and it will not edify our sisters (1 
Timothy 1:7; 2 Timothy 2:16, 23-26). 

 

7. we would ask that women attending one voice meetings would do unto others as they would 
have other women do unto themselves (Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31; Romans 13:8, 10; Galatians 
5:14; James 2:8). 

we also ask that all women attending one voice will treat the campus of the Milford Bible Church facility 
with respect, honoring the gracious gesture that they have extended to the one voice ministry by opening 
their doors free of charge as a host location for the one voice Saturday morning meeting (1 Peter 2:17). 

That is the overview of the actual concept of this ministry, and we invite you to join us here on the second Saturday 
morning of each month from now until April!  

With these things in mind let’s briefly consider the theme passage for the one voice ministry.  
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Exhortations to the Romans Church 

 “May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God” (Romans 
15:5-7 ESV). 

A few preliminary thoughts and questions answered about the book of Romans: 

 Romans was written by the Apostle Paul (Rom. 1:1) 
 Romans is an epistle, a letter, written to the church that met in Rome (Rom. 1:7). 
 Romans was written sometime between A.D. 54 – A.D. 57.  

What is the general content of the letter? 

 The letter is personal and apostolic. 
 On a personal note, Paul is letting the Romans know, that he thinks he is finally going to be able to visit 

them, something that He has wanted to do for a long time (vv.1:11-13, 16:22-29). 
 On an apostolic note, (which comprises the majority of the letter), Paul is essentially expounding the 

Gospel; how the righteousness of God is made known through and received by faith in Jesus Christ 
(1:16-17., 3:21-26).  

In Romans 1:16-17, we read one of the most powerful statements ever written in the history of man. We 
read: 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to 
the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it 
is written, “The righteous shall live by faith....”  (Romans 1:16-17 ESV). 

As you can see, a key word here and throughout the epistle is: righteousness. 

A general outline for the book could be as follows: 

 1:1-1:15 Introductory thoughts. 
 1:16-17 “The righteous shall live by faith....”   
 1:18-3:20 Both Jew and Gentile are unrighteous 
 3:21-5:21 The righteousness of God manifested in Christ 
 6:1-8:36 Grace reigns in righteousness 
 9:1-11:36 The righteousness of God to Jew and Gentile 
 12:1-15:14 Principles for righteous living among God’s people 
 15:1516:27 Paul’s closing thoughts. 

With those preliminary questions answered, what do we know about the author and the recipients of the 
letter? 

First, what do we know about Paul? 

 Before he was converted to Christ, he was a zealous follower of Judaism (Rom. 9:1-5, 11:1; 
Philippians 3:4-6) 
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 He not only become a Christian through a one-on-one encounter with Jesus Christ (recorded in 
Acts 9), but he was also an apostle (an authoritative messenger) of Jesus Christ (Rom.1:1), and 
he consider himself to be one ‘abnormally born’ because unlike the other apostles he did not 
follow the Lord throughout His earthly ministry and he came to saving faith after Jesus was 
already descended into heaven (1 Cor 15:8-11). 

 He was called specifically as an apostle to the gentiles (Rom 11:13).  
 He saw Himself as the chief of sinners, despite his previous exceptional Jewish lineage and 

lifestyle (1 Timothy 1:12-17). 
 Paul’s ministry paradigm was one of becoming all things to all people (1 Corinthians 9:19-23).  
 Paul suffered immensely for the Gospel, for Christ (2 Cor.11:22-28). 

And, what do we know about the Roman church? 

 It is believed that the church had not experienced direct apostolic ministry: 
 Paul attests that he had not ever been there (Rom.1:8-13,16:15-29). 
 There is no historical evidence Peter was ever there, nor is there any mention of him in the epistle. 
 Therefore, it has been suggested that the Gospel was preached in Rome by the ‘visitors from Rome’ who 

were converted at Pentecost when Peter preached the Gospel for the first time in Jerusalem (Act 2:10).  
 Really, however the Roman church first heard the Gospel is irrelevant, for this letter completely 

authenticates the church’s existence and has immortalized its significance.  

The Roman Church 

What else do we know about the Roman Church? 

 The Roman church was a diverse group of people (Rom. 16:3-36), 
 Jews  
 Gentiles 
 Men 
 Women 
 All with differing gifts and functions 
 Weak 
 Strong 

It seems that the diversity in the Roman Church was creating some problems, which Paul is addressing 
throughout the book. For example, 

 There is some lack of understanding about the purpose and use of spiritual gifting (Rom. 12) 
 There is a weak / strong conflict (Rom. 14:1, 15:1). 
 The varying opinions on the issue of the eating of meat sacrificed to idols (Rom. 14; a common problem 

in the early church, see 1 Cor.10:23-31). 
 Festival-day keepers / non-festival-day keepers (Romans 14, Col.2:16) 
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So, as we come to our theme passage in Romans 15, Paul has already given a series of exhortations to the 
church on how to remedy these differences.  

Paul has been emphatically urging the church with admonitions, inciting them to resolve the tensions and 
deescalate the volatile situations that have arisen within the Roman church because of the large amount of 
diversity among the people.  

He says: 

 As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions.   (Romans 14:1 ESV)  
 Let not the one who eats despise the one who abstains and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on 

the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. (Romans 14:3 ESV)  
 ...Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind.  (Romans 14:5 ESV)  
 Don’t pass judgment on one another – but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in the 

way of a brother (Romans 14:13 ESV). 
 ...By what you eat, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died.  (Romans 14:15 ESV 
 ...Let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual upbuilding.  (Romans 14:19 ESV) 
 Do not, for the sake of food, destroy the work of God....  (Romans 14:20 ESV) 
 The faith that you have, keep between yourself and God. ...  (Romans 14:22 ESV) 
 ...Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.   (Romans 15:2 ESV) 

As is typical of the Biblical authors, they not only use exhortation to guide and direct the people of God, 
but they also motivate us with warnings and promises. And so, it is here. Paul admonishes the believers:  

 ...we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee 
shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.”  

 …So then each of us will give an account of himself to God (Romans 14:10-12 ESV). 
 For if your brother is grieved by what you eat, you are no longer walking in love....  (Romans 14:15 ESV) 
 ...For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in 

the Holy Spirit. Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men.  (Romans 14:17-18 
ESV) 

 ...whatever does not proceed from faith is sin...  (Romans 14:23 ESV) 
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After stating the exhortations, the warnings, and the promises of the admonition that Paul is giving to the 
church in Rome, he summarizes his teaching by saying,  

“We who are strong have an obligation to bear with the failings of the weak, and not to please ourselves. 
Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, to build him up.”  

Then Paul proceeds to tell the readers of his letter how they can do that. He writes, “For Christ did not 
please himself, but as it is written, “The reproaches of those who reproached you fell on me.” For 
whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that through endurance and 
through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”   

Paul also tells the Roman church how they can heed the afore-mention exhortations. He gives three ways: 

 The example of Christ. 
 The encouragement of the Scripture.  
 The empowerment of hope. 

At this point, Paul breaks into a quasi-prayer-type-of-blessing, which is our theme passage for one voice: 

May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.   

By reading this prayer-blessing, we can learn that the apostle understood: 

 That God is the one that empowers the ability for diverse people to live in harmony despite 
massive amounts of differences among them.  

 That grace empowered harmony is in accord with Christ Jesus, with the character of Christ. 
From this we can deduce that harmony among the people of God is the expected norm for the 
Christian life because it is what accords with the Lord Jesus Christ’s nature. As believers who are 
being increasingly conformed to the image of Christ through the process of sanctification, 
behaviors that are ‘in accord with the character of Jesus’ should increasingly characterize our 
lives and positively affect our relationships with one another. After all, we are “Little Christs”, the 
redeemed image bearers of God, a new humanity in Christ.” (Romans 8:29-30; 2 Corinthians 
3:18, 1 Peter 2:9-10). 

 Christian forbearing, longsuffering, and esteeming of one another glorifies God. That is, it shines, 
radiates, manifests, reveals, and draws attention to God. 

Paul ends this passage with one final exhortation. 

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God” Romans 15:5-7. 

  



  Beth Hogan  
   What is one voice? 
  Romans 15:5-7 
 
So, what can we take away from all of this? 

I think that we can all see that there are quite a few points of application that we can take way from this. 

But, this morning let’s end with three principles that I think can be especially helpful for this Saturday 
morning meeting fellowship:  

1. The Lord desirers, requires, and commands harmony, peace, forbearance, and charity (love) 
among believers in Christ.  
 

2. The Lord has made provision for His people to live in harmony by His example, through the 
endurance and encouragement of the Scriptures and by the strength that comes from our shared 
hope in the Gospel.  
 

3. God does not obliterate diversity for the sake of harmony, but instead he ordains diversity within 
His body for the sake of His glory.  
 
How does He do this? 
 By displaying the power of God in accomplishing our unity in the midst of our diversity,  
 by reflecting the nature of Christ as we express our differences with charity,  
 by revealing the beauty of the Holy Spirit as we live in peace with each other, 
 

In other words, God does not tell the Roman church: 

 to go buy uniforms,  
 like the same foods,  
 rest at the same time,  
 sing the same songs, 
 or believe all the same things about secondary issues.  

Instead, He commands believers in Christ to live in harmony, humility, and hope with one another, 
because He gets glory when His people reflect to the world His self-sacrificing, loving nature as seen in 
the person and work of His divine Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. 

And this is what God has called us to as Christian women, as women in Christ glorifying God together. 
Therefore, we should welcome one another as Christ has welcomed us, for the glory of God.   

 

When and if we can learn to live in this manner – our lives, our relationships, our homes, our churches, 
our work-places, and our communities will be changed, and God will be glorified through us. 

So, may the God of endurance and encouragement grant us to live in such harmony with one another, in 
accord with Christ Jesus, that together we may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.   
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